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Come, Lord Jesus!
On December 1—a week before our return to Bolivia and less than
three months before her 100th birthday—my grandmother, Betty
Hammitt, went to be with the Lord. For us, it would have been
exciting to celebrate her 100th birthday this March, but she couldn’t
have cared less about that! If there was one thing that she made clear
during her last few months on earth, it was this: she was ready to
leave this world behind, and to see Jesus face-to-face!
I have been reading through the book of Ezekiel lately. Throughout
this book, the Lord speaks many times of a day when He will gather
His people, cleanse them of their sin, and reign over them in a
restored kingdom of peace. As New Testament believers, the Bible
makes it clear that we also have such a hope through Jesus.

We were glad to get some time with my
Grandma Hammitt before she went to be
with the Lord in December, just a few
months before her 100th birthday!

Since returning to Bolivia in December, life continues to present some
challenges. Our airplane is down for repairs, and I am mostly doing
administrative work for the ministry. I really miss flying, getting out
into the villages, and interacting with our missionaries and volunteers.
Unfortunately, our new airplane, which we spent a year refurbishing,
cannot be brought into Bolivia due to a new law that was passed in
October. It also remains difficult for our family to develop
relationships in a social climate where fear and restrictions exist
because of COVID. Our church was open, but has closed again for
health reasons, making it hard to really feel connected.
Thinking back to my grandma, it’s no exaggeration to say that every
time we saw her she would say, “I don’t know what He is waiting
for!” She was ready for Jesus to return, or to go to be with Him. It’s
easy to become discouraged in a world that feels increasingly hostile
and divided. Even the church often falls prey to an enemy whose
desire is to divide and destroy us, along with our witness in the world.
I am thankful that through Jesus Christ we have an eternal hope, an
“anchor for the soul” (Hebrews 6:19). But as long as we remain in the
world, may we continue to walk by faith in Him, even when the path
looks different from what we expected!
As we wait for the day of His return, let us faithfully run the race to
which He has called us.
“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus.” –Phil. 4:13
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We finally made it back to Bolivia in
December, after two thwarted attempts!

Before returning to Bolivia, Aaron was able
to help get this airplane ready for
missionary service. Unfortunately, a new
Bolivian law may keep us from bringing the
airplane into the country (see page 2).
Please pray with us for this situation!

Contact us or learn more about our ministry:
www.planeswithpurpose.com
mail@planeswithpurpose.com
“Planes With Purpose” on Facebook

We are thankful:
for our safe return to Bolivia in
December.
for completion of the airplane
in Georgia (N858BM).

Please pray with us:
that the Lord will allow us to
bring N858BM to Bolivia, or
provide another aircraft.
for the repairs of our airplane
in Cochabamba. Aaron has
been busy ordering parts to get
CP-3104 flying again.
about the health situation in
Bolivia. Both the rise in cases
and the restrictions that have
resulted present significant
challenges for the ministry
and in everyday life.

Ella turned 16 in November; Aliza played Mary in our church Christmas
pageant; Brother-sister thrills at CP; Much needed time out with the big kids.

An unexpected hurdle

Working together for the gospel

At the end of 2021, we extended our stay in the
United States—first due to having COVID, and then so
Aaron could help finish the refurbishment of our
second airplane (N858BM). The plan was to bring it to
Bolivia at the end of 2021. Then, to our surprise and
disappointment, Bolivia passed a law prohibiting the
importation of aircraft more than 25 years old.

Over the past few months, our director (Tony Murrin),
has been meeting with various churches and mission
organizations in Bolivia about partnering together to
reach this country with the gospel. It has been exciting
to hear his reports!

We are praying that the law would be repealed, or that
we are granted an exception, but so far that hasn’t
happened. This leaves us with no operational aircraft
in Bolivia until we are able to complete the repairs on
CP–3104. This work is in process, but will take many
months while we wait for parts from the United States
and perform all the necessary work here in Bolivia.

Several churches have expressed a desire to send
missionaries to unreached communites in Bolivia. Not
only that, but a family and several singles from another
organization will be joining ITM to support the Centro
Biblico Misionero (CBM) in San Lorenzo. This is a huge
blessing, and it is encouraging to see the positive
influence that the Bible School is having among the
students, as well as the men and women who have
taught and volunteered there.

As we look for newer aircraft, the options are limited.
The airplanes that would best serve our needs are
more expensive than we can dream of purchasing—
even if we are able to sell N858BM for a good price.
Yet, we are trusting the Lord to provide. We believe
that aviation remains an important component of our
ministry of planting churches in remote areas of
Bolivia. Please pray with us for God to miraculously
provide for this need!

It’s very exciting to see how various churches and
organizations are coming together to reach every
corner of Bolivia with the Gospel. As is typical around
the world, organizations often have their own
programs done their own way. But we are seeing a
growing sense of unity, and a willingness to set aside
preferences to work together with the common goal of
seeing laborers sent to the many unreached people
that live in remote locations throughout Bolivia.

